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empowered to reserve places at particular schools for pupils from
their areas. Parents desiring a bursary would apply through the
L.E.A to the Board of Education, and candidates would be inter-
viewed by a Regional Interviewing Committee of four persons, one
of whom would be the head of the associated school, another the
head of a primary school, and the third a member or officer of an
L.E.A
The Fleming Report was so patently a compromise that it failed
to satisfy the extremists on either side, and its value consists in
indicating a possible way by which the relations between the public
schools and the national system might be developed and strength-
ened. The State secondary schools were obviously not content with
a proposal whose implementation would deprive them of some of
their most promising pupils.
This brief sketch of post-war education would not be complete
without a reference to two important social developments which
are having a profound influence upon English education. One is
the development of the youth service, and the other the Curtis
Report which has resulted in the Children Act of 1948.
The youth service, like so many of the important movements
in this country, began with voluntary eSort. Space forbids all but
the mention of the Y.M.C.A., founded in 1844; the Y.W.C.A., in
1853 ; the Boy Scout movement, originated by Lord Baden-Powell
in 1908 ; and the Girl Guides, founded in 1910. All these voluntary
organisations, together with youth clubs in connection with the
churches, did most valuable work, but they extended their influence
to only a section of the adolescent community. The State did
not actively concern itself with young people above school age
until the uneasy period between the two world wars. King George's
Jubilee Trust was formed in 1935 and funds were accumulated for
the purchase of playing-fields. The Government began to make
grants for physical training and the provision of recreational facili-
ties, and in 1937 the National Fitness Council was formed to
administer the money. This was merged into the National Youth
Committee at the outbreak of war. The Board of Education
Circular I486, of 1939, emphasised that, in spite of all that had been
accomplished by voluntary organisations and the L.E.A.s, the
social and physical development of adolescents who had left school
was being neglected. If the clauses of the Fisher Act dealing with
continuation schools had been in operation, many of the problems
would have been solved. The Circular recommended that L.E.A.s